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S C R E E N I N G  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

a b o u t  t h e  f i l m

Regina ld  Black  i s  a  journa l i s t ,  f i lmmaker ,  act iv i s t  and  l i fe - long  Washingtonian .  His

cra f t  i s  in formed  by  his  decade  long  exper ience  with  homelessness  which  ended  in

fa l l  2019 .  Black  has  wri t ten  fo r  Law  at  The  Margins ,  Street  Sense  Media  and  the

Internat iona l  Network  of  Street  Papers .  He  i s  a  founding  member  of  the  nat ion ’s  f i r s t

Homeless  F i lmmaker ’s  Cooperat i ve .  His  di rector ia l  contr ibut ion ,  “Fa i rness  Ris ing , ”  has

screened  at  the  Department  of  Just ice ,  D .C . ’s  Landmark  Theater  and  community

venues  across  the  country .  His  c inematography  fo r  the  f i lm ,  “Who  Should  I  Be

Grate fu l  To ? ”  was  featured  in  spec ia l  programming  by  the  Smithsonian  Museum  of

the  Amer ican  Ind ian .  Black  i s  an  impact  di rector  with  the  homeless  advocacy

organizat ion ,  People  fo r  Fa i rness  Coal i t ion  and  serves  as  a  consumer  representat i ve

appointed  to  the  D .C .  Interagency  Counci l  on  Homelessness .  Regina ld  a lso  serves  as

an  Impact  Producer  fo r  th i s  documentary .

R E G I N A L D  B L A C K

F E A T U R I N G

Shei la  and  Reggie  are  budding  journa l i s t s  cover ing  the  s tory  of  DC ’s  “Tent  City ' '  fo r  a

loca l  s t reet  paper  whi le  s t r i v ing  to  overcome  the i r  own  exper ience  of  homelessness .

Dur ing  the i r  report ing ,  they  meet  Mike ,  a  char i smat ic  tent  res ident  who  yearns  fo r

l i fe  outs ide  the  underpass .  As  the  c i ty  threatens  to  shut  down  the  encampments ,  our

subjects ’  journeys  are  in ter rupted  by  the  COVID - 19  pandemic ,  with  unexpected

resu l t s .  Over  the  course  of  the  f i lm ,  Shei la  and  Reggie  evo lve  in to  power fu l  publ ic

advocates  fo r  the  need  fo r  hous ing  so lut ions  in  Amer ica ’s  most  rap id ly  gentr i f y ing

c i ty .  Street  Reporter  i s  a  ta le  of  three  ind iv idua ls  whose  l i ves  in tersect  on  the  f ront

l ines  of  the  hous ing  cr i s i s  in  the  nat ion ’s  capi ta l ,  prov id ing  a  v i s ion  of  the  re -

humaniz ing  ef fects  of  one  of  l i fe ’s  most  bas ic  needs :  a  place  to  ca l l  home .



S C R E E N I N G  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

Shei la  White  i s  a  r i s ing  documentary  creat ive ,  act iv i s t  and  photo - journa l i sm  s tudent

at  the  Univers i ty  of  the  Dist r ic t  of  Columbia .  Her  e ight -year  exper ience  with

homelessness  ended  in  May  2020 .  A  l i fe - long  D .C .  res ident  and  member  of  the

Homeless  F i lmmakers  Cooperat i ve ,  White ’s  work  has  been  publ i shed  by  Street  Sense

Media ,  the  Internat iona l  Network  of  Street  Papers ,  Law  at  the  Margins  and  DCTV

where  she  has  worked  as  a  cer t i f ied  producer .  White  i s  a lso  an  act ive  member  of

People  fo r  Fa i rness  Coal i t ion ,  D .C . ’s  top  homeless - run  advocacy  group .  Shei la  a lso

serves  as  an  Impact  Producer  fo r  th i s  documentary .

S H E I L A  W H I T E



S C R E E N I N G  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

h o m e l e s s n e s s  a t  a
g l a n c e

T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S
On  any  given  night  in  the  U .S ,  more

than  hal f  a  mil l ion  people  exper ience

homelessness .  Some  of  the  country ’s

most  at  r i sk  populat ions  fo r

homelessness  inc lude  Pac i f ic  I s landers

and  Nat ive  Amer icans ,  whi le  “Black

Amer icans ,  mult i rac ia l  Amer icans ,  and

Hispanics /Lat inxs…are  fa r  more  l i ke ly  to

be  homeless  than  the  nat iona l  average

and  white  Amer icans . ”  Meanwhi le  many

homeless  ind iv idua ls  l i ve  in  areas  with

large  genera l  populat ions—45% l i ve  in

areas  with  a  high  rate  of  homelessness .

High  rates  of  homelessness  are  of ten

assoc iated  with  “notable  hous ing

issues ' '  l i ke  high  hous ing  costs  and  rent

burdens [2 ] .  This  i s  espec ia l l y  the  case

in  Washington ,  DC .

" T H E  D I S T R I C T ’ S
H I G H  C O S T  O F
L I V I N G  H A S
C O N T R I B U T E D  T O  A N
A F F O R D A B L E
H O U S I N G  C R I S I S . "

H O M E L E S S N E S S  I N
T H E  N A T I O N ’ S

C A P I T A L
 Washington ,  DC  has  the  highest  rate  of

homelessness  per  capi ta  in  the  United

States ,  where  there  are  an  est imated  94

homeless  ind iv idua ls  per  10 ,000  in  the

c i ty [6 ] .  This  rate  i s  higher  than  any

other  s tate ’s [9 ] ,  and  more  than  double

the  nat iona l  rate  of  homelessness [ 10 ] .

The  Dist r ic t ’s  high  cost  of  l i v ing  has

contr ibuted  to  an  af fordable  hous ing

cr i s i s .  The  c i ty  a lso  has  the  highest  rate

of  gentr i f i cat ion  of  any  in  the

country [3 ] :  f rom  2000 -2012  the  number

of  low -cost  renta l s  fe l l  by  hal f  and  the

number  of  lower -va lue  homes  fe l l  by

about  three  quarters .  Most  f inanc ia l

gu ide l ines  recommend  that  a

household  should  spend  no  more  than

30% of  income  on  hous ing  expenses [4 ] .

In  DC ,  th i s  would  requi re  a  household

to  earn  at  least  $ 132 ,000 .  The  median

fami ly  income  in  DC  fo r  2019  was

$ 12 1 ,300 [5 ] .  A  l ack  of  af fordable

hous ing  i s  a  s ign i f icant  contr ibut ing

factor  in  a  fami ly  or  ind iv idua l

becoming  homeless .

Washington ,  DC  prov ides  a  unique  case

study  of  homelessness—where  the

government ,  pol icy ,  cul ture ,  heal th ,  and

economics  over lap .  Known  as

“Chocolate  City , ”  DC  has  a lways

h is tor ica l l y  had  a  l a rge  or  major i ty

B lack  populat ion .  In  the  Dist r ic t ,

Afr ican -Amer ican  ind iv idua ls  make  up

almost  hal f  of  the  populat ion ,  46 .6%,

but  the  overwhelming  major i ty  of  the

homeless  populat ion  at  86 .4%[ 12 ] .

Afr ican -Amer ican  res idents  are

disproport ionate ly  af fected  by  the

dr ivers  of  homelessness—sys temic

rac i sm .



S C R E E N I N G  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

T h e  I n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  C O V I D ,
R a c e ,  a n d  H o m e l e s s n e s s

 C O V I D  +  H O M E L E S S N E S S
While the national-level of homelessness has

decreased over the last three years, the effects

of COVID-19 threaten to affect these rates

nationwide. [1] 

Homeless individuals often experience common

health conditions and experiences like

substance abuse, mental health issues, chronic

health issues, domestic violence, were formerly

in foster care, or are veterans[13]. In 2020, the

advent of COVID-19 pandemic brought a new

set of complicating challenges to the scene—

creating an overlapping trifecta of public health

and societal concerns.

COVID has exacerbated the
disproportionate effects of
homelessness on the Black
community in Washington, DC.

Homeless individuals are not just at a higher risk

for contracting COVID-19, but also have pre-

existing health conditions that might increase

this risk.[16] Additionally, it is difficult for those

without shelter or those in group shelter

environments to follow CDC and health

guidelines that recommend social distancing

and self-quarantining to prevent the spread of

the virus. When homeless individuals contract

COVID-19, it adds an additional layer of difficulty

in providing those homeless services. The

pandemic has further limited the community’s

access to “help from agencies, neighbors, and

local governments,” in addition to their lack of

access to primary care physicians.



As  the  in ternet  becomes  more  popular ,  and

news  i s  increas ing ly  covered  onl ine ,  many

reg iona l  newspapers  are  shr ink ing ,  reduc ing

loca l  coverage ,  or  c los ing  a l together .  Smal l

loca l  papers  are  most  at  r i sk  due  to  these

changes .  

 

Loca l  journa l i sm  i s  an  important  part  of  any

c lose -kni t  community .  I t  binds  together  the

community ’s  concerns  and  in terests—

present ing  them  with  an  ease  and

fami l ia r i ty  not  present  in  nat iona l  media .  In

an  area  where  people  share  knowledge ,

food ,  l anguage ,  or  other  cul tura l  norms  and

ideas ,  community  journa l i sm  can  help

spread  in format ion  in  an  in t imate  and

recognizable  way .  

 

This  i s  espec ia l l y  t rue  when  cons ider ing  the

phenomena  of  s t reet  papers .  Communit ies

wi th in  communit ies ,  l i ke  homeless

populat ions ,  of ten  have  spec i f ic  in terests

and  concerns .  

Street  papers  are  a  place  to  express

happiness ,  highl ight  ind iv idua ls ’  success ,  a i r

the i r  gr ievances ,  and  dis t r ibute  resources .

Most  spec i f ica l l y ,  they  can  be  a  means  of

income .

 

The  phrase  “s t reet  papers ”  re fers  to  papers

so ld  by  those  exper ienc ing  poverty  in  a

spec i f ic  reg ion  or  loca le ,  to  help  them  earn

an  income ,  spread  in format ion ,  and

dis t r ibute  independent  media .  These  papers

ex i s t  global l y ,  and  in  1994  the  Internat iona l

Network  of  Street  Papers  ( INSP )  l aunched

with  the  goal  of  help ing  papers  s tar t  up ,

support ing  them ,  creat ing  jobs ,  t ra in ing ,  and

sk i l l  deve lopment  opportuni t ies .  As  leve l s  of

homelessness  across  the  planet  increase ,

re fugee  cr i ses  become  more  di re ,  and

hous ing  pr ices  increase ,  these  s t reet  papers

cont inue  to  be  a  source  fo r  independent

community  journa l i sm  and  media .

S C R E E N I N G  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

T h e  P r o m i s e  o f  S t r e e t  P a p e r s

C h e c k  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k  o f  t h e s e
s t r e e t  p a p e r s

Community  Connect ion,  Los  Angeles ,  CA

Homeward Street  Journal ,  Sacramento,  CA

StreetWise ,  Chicago,  IL           

The Heart land News,  Omaha,  NE

Toledo Streets ,  Toledo,  OH

One Step Away,  Phi ladelphia ,  PA

The Contr ibutor ,  Nashvi l le ,  TN

The Chal lenger ,  Aust in ,  TX

Street  Sense,  Washington,  DC

You can read more about  the phenomena of  street  papers  f rom the
Internat ional  Network of  Street  Papers .

https://cangress.org/media/
https://sacshoc.org/homeward/
http://www.streetwise.org/
https://theheartlandnewsonline.org/about/
https://www.toledostreets.com/
http://www.osaphilly.org/
http://thecontributor.org/
http://www.challengernewspaper.org/
http://www.streetsense.org/
https://insp.ngo/


Q u e s t i o n s  f o r  D i s c u s s i o n

1 ,  In  the  f i lm ,  Shei la  and  Mike  descr ibe  some

of  the  di f f icu l t ies  of  l i v ing  in  a  she l ter .  How

might  these  factors  contr ibute  to  people

choos ing  to  l i ve  on  the  s t reets  ins tead ?  Are

there  better  ways  to  prov ide  hous ing  fo r

ind iv idua ls  and  fami l ies  rather  than  she l ters ?

What  are  the  a l ternat ives ?

 

2 .  Res idents  of  “ tent  c i t ies ”  expla in  that

encampments  can  prov ide  a  sense  of

emot iona l  and  phys ica l  community .  What

other  benef i t s  do  encampments  prov ide  fo r

the i r  res idents ?  Street  Reporter  br ie f l y

touches  on  the  tens ion  between

encampments  and  the  neighborhoods  they

ex i s t  with in .  How  might  communit ies  with

tent  res idents  work  together  to  so lve  these

tens ions ?  

3 .  Washington ,  DC  has  the  highest  per  capi ta

rate  of  homelessness  in  the  United  States .

What  factors  exacerbate  homelessness  in

DC ?  What  i s  the  per  capi ta  rate  of

homelessness  in  your  s tate ?  What  r i sk  factors

or  c i rcumstances  contr ibute  to

homelessness ?

4 .  Washington ,  DC  i s  a  rap id ly  gentr i f y ing

c i ty— lead ing  to  the  disp lacement  of

longt ime  res idents ,  and  sh i f t ing  the

economic ,  rac ia l ,  and  other  demographics  in

the  c i ty .  What  ef fect  does  gentr i f i cat ion  have

on  soc ia l  i s sues ,  spec i f ica l l y  homelessness ?

What  so lut ions  are  poss ib le  to  address  the

negat ive  s ide  ef fects  of  gentr i f i cat ion ?

5 .Why  do  you  th ink  i t ’s  important  fo r  people

l ike  Reggie  and  Shei la  to  document  s tor ies

wi th in  the  homelessness  community  fo r  the

publ ic ?  What  are  the  benef i t s  of  community

journa l i sm ?  How  might  we  better  empower

people  f rom  margina l ized  communit ies  to

report  on  the i r  own  i s sues  and  so lut ions  fo r

the  problems  they  face ?

D I S U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S



6 .  One  of  the  longest  running ,  best -known

st reet  newspapers ,  The  Street  Sheet ,  was

founded  in  San  Franc isco ,  CA .  Studies  c i te

s t reet  newspapers  as  an  important  means  of

prov id ing  homeless  ind iv idua ls  with

independence ,  se l f - respect ,  and  of fer  a

“vo ice  with  which  to  speak  out  aga inst  soc ia l

in just ices , ”  through  the i r  own  words .  As  loca l

journa l i sm  gives  way  to  c l ick  bai t  journa l i sm ,

what  benef i t s  does  a  s t reet  newspaper

prov ide  i t s  community ?  I s  there  a  s t reet

paper  in  your  c i ty ?  What  do  they  do ?

7 .  What  types  of  opportuni t ies  are  there  fo r

employment  with in  the  homeless  community

in  your  area ,  espec ia l l y  those  dr iven  by  the

community  i t se l f ?  What  benef i t s  can

empower ing  or  digni ty -based  employment

have ?

8 .Shei la ’s  s tory  highl ights  the  c i rcumstances

that  homeless  ind iv idua ls  face  when

apply ing  fo r  vouchers  or  other  fo rms  of

subs id ized  hous ing  ass i s tance .  What

log is t ica l  i s sues ,  e .g .  not  hav ing  a  phys ica l

mai l ing  address ,  l ack ing  ident i f icat ion  or

b i r th  cer t i f i cates ,  etc .  pose  as  a  barr ie r  to

rece iv ing  ass i s tance ?  

9 .  Hous ing  f i r s t  pol ic ies  champion  so lv ing  an

indiv idua ls ’  fo remost  need  f i r s t—a  sa fe  place

to  ca l l  home .  After  which ,  addi t iona l  needs

l ike  heal thcare ,  educat ion ,  and  employment

can  be  met .  What  are  the  benef i t s  of  hous ing

f i r s t  pol ic ies ?  Do  you  th ink  they  are

ef fect i ve ?  Why  or  why  not ?

10 .  Afr ican -Amer icans  are  disproport ionate ly

a f fected  by  the  dr ivers  of  homelessness .

Combined  with  the  disproport ionate  ef fect

o f  COVID - 19  on  the  same  community ,  how

might  the  two  compound  each  other ?  How

did  the  pandemic  exacerbate  ex is t ing

inequal i t ies  re lated  to  the  in tersect ions  of

race ,  homelessness ,  and  gender ?  

1 1 .  What  other  l a rger  concepts  has  Street

Reporter  encouraged  you  to  discuss ?  What

i ssues  does  the  f i lm  a l lude  to  but  not  cover

d i rect ly ?  

Q u e s t i o n s  f o r  D i s c u s s i o n


